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Wetland Mitigation Bank for Projects in 
the Denver Area is Full - Now What?
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Per Section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act, impacts to wetlands and non-
wetland waters (such as streams) 
must be avoided, minimized, or 
mitigated, in that order of preference. 
While on- or off-site mitigation is an 

option, the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has stated 
a preference for mitigation banking. This is because on- or 
off-site mitigation often results in fragmented wetland habitat, 
and it’s difficult to successfully establish wetlands that meet 
USACE criteria. Wetland mitigation banks were created to 
meet a need for compensatory mitigation. A bank establishes 
a wetland and sells credits to permittees. How this works is a 
permittee purchases credits for a project at a ratio depending 
on the location of the bank and habitat from an established 
bank after a 404 permit is issued. The mitigation bank will 
then issue a certificate of purchase. Wetland mitigation banks 
have a primary service area because the mitigation should 
occur within the same watershed. If the project is outside 
the primary service area, the mitigation ratio is higher. 
The main benefit of a mitigation bank is that it is a larger, 
contiguous wetland habitat, as opposed to the piecemeal 
approach of project-specific mitigation that creates smaller, 
more fragmented wetland habitats. It is also much easier 

for the USACE to monitor success of the mitigation in this 
manner, ensuring effective compensatory mitigation. 

For projects taking place in the Denver Metro Area and 
parts of northeast Colorado, the wetland mitigation bank for 
the South Platte watershed is full. There are new mitigation 
banks for this service area currently undergoing the approval 
process, but they will not be available until later this year/
early next year. For the time being, mitigation banking is not 
an option for this watershed. What does this mean if you have 
an upcoming project in this area? Currently, if avoiding impacts 
to wetlands is not possible, the only option is project-specific-
on- or off-site mitigation. 

While on- or off-site mitigation can be a challenge, Pinyon 
is experienced in designing wetland mitigation plans. We 
have a landscape architect Chuck Schrader, PhD, PLA, who 
has worked on numerous projects for clients such as the 
Colorado Department of Transportation and various city and 
county governments. We can help you navigate the Section 
404 permitting process, including successful completion 
of wetland mitigation design and monitoring. For more 
information, please contact Senior Biologist, Elly Miller at 
303-980-5200 or Miller@pinyon-env.com. 

East Plum Creek in Douglas County

Wet meadow near I-70 mountain corridor



Pinyon Acquires SoundPLAN®

Pinyon Happenings

Pinyon is excited to announce that we are expanding our noise services! With the 
purchase of SoundPLAN®, we are able to meet the noise prediction needs of 
our clients in the industrial, energy, and transportation markets. SoundPLAN® was 
introduced in the United States in 1992 and currently has over 5000 users around 
the world. 

SoundPLAN® can be used to predict noise levels for wind and solar farms, mining 
operations,  industrial facilities, construction sites, and many other applications. If 
you are interested in learning more about this exciting opportunity please contact 
our Air and Noise Quality Specialist, Sabrina Williams at 303-980-5200 or 
Williams@pinyon-env.com. 

Noise exposure of residential area from a 
small refinery

Need a Bat Survey?
Pinyon’s biologists are here to help you with your bat 
surveys! Many agencies are concerned about project impacts 
on bats, due to their important role in the ecosystem as 
predators of damaging insect pests. We have the expertise 
and tools needed to assess bat use at your project – whether 
you are concerned about bats roosting in structures, need 
to determine whether a sensitive species uses a particular 
area, or would like to assess overall bat activity to help with 
project planning. Our biologists are skilled in the deployment 
of acoustic bat detectors to record bat echolocation calls 
for real-time or remote, long-term monitoring.  We use 
acoustic bat data to calculate metrics that provide valuable 
information about how particular species of bats use a 
given area over time. This information helps our clients plan 
measures that reduce impacts on bats. If you have a project 
where bats are of regulatory or conservation concern 
and would like to know more, please contact Allison 
Haraminac, Energy Market Manager at 303-980-5200 
or Haraminac@pinyon-env.com. 

Biologist Pam 
Wegener sets up 

bat detection 
equipment on 
a wind energy 

project

Pinyon is proud to 
announce that our 
firm was selected 
to support the 

environmental evaluations and mitigation design 
for the Northern Integrated Supply Project (NISP).  
The NISP will supply15 Northern Front Range 
water providers with 40,000 acre-feet of new, 
reliable water supplies. This $1.1 billion project 
will provide water to nearly 500,000 residents by 
2050.  Pinyon's role will be primarily in facilitating 
environmental compliance with the environmental 
impact statement, including three main phases:    
(1) Field surveys for biological resources, including 
sensitive species; (2) Mitigation design, including 
for Preble's meadow jumping mouse habitat and 
wetlands; and (3) Environmental review of design 
packages. The NISP project components include: 

• Two reservoirs (Glade Reservoir northwest of Fort 
Collins, and Galeton Reservoir northeast of Greeley)

• A forebay reservoir below Glade Reservoir

• Five pump plants

• Pipelines to deliver water for exchange with two 
irrigation companies and for delivery to participants

• Improvements to an existing canal to divert water 
off the Poudre River near the canyon mouth

• Relocation of approximately seven miles of U.S. 
Highway 287 northwest of Fort Collins

You can find more information on the NISP here: 
http://www.northernwater.org/sf/nisp/home  

Pinyon Selected to Support 
Northern Water NISP Project



Pinyon Welcomes

Joseph is a civil and 
environmental engineer 

with ten years of professional 
experience in all phases of 
environmental cleanup. He has 
experience working with the US 
Department of Transportation, 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
and the Department of Defense. He 
has managed long-term remediation 
efforts at Superfund sites, as well 
as smaller scale soil excavation 
and demolition projects across 
the country. This includes site 
identification, site characterization 
through soil and groundwater 
sampling, feasibility studies and 
designing and implementing 
remedial strategies. Joe understands 
the importance of an iterative 
process at complex cleanup 
sites, creating a living conceptual 
site model that is adequately 

Joseph Sposato 
Project Engineer

Laurid is a Compliance 
Specialist with six years 

of experience in cultural resource 
management and 11 years serving 
the energy industry, managing 
construction compliance teams, 
coordinating environmental surveys 
and permitting for multiple Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
and USACE-regulated pipeline 
projects.  She has led the technical 
review and submittal of Phase 1-3 
cultural resource reports, FERC 
resource reports, construction 
variances, FERC Notice to Proceed 
filings, and weekly construction 
reporting for FERC-regulated 
natural gas projects in multiple 
states.  She has also facilitated 
consultation with State and Tribal 

Laurid Broughton 
Compliance Specialist

Prince Oliver is an 
Environmental Scientist 

with a strong background in soil 
science. He has worked in the 
private, state, and federal market 
sectors. Prince is experienced in 
soil and groundwater sampling and 
monitoring, construction materials 
testing, and construction oversite 
treatment, spill prevention control, 
hazardous/contaminated material 
management, hazardous waste, and 
restricted-use material management. 

Prince Oliver 
Environmental Scientist

News and Announcements

Dec 5th - Dec 6th, 2018  
Technical Group Manager of 
Remediation, Russ Cirillo will 
be attending the 2018 West 
Coast Small Business Defense 
Contracting Summit in San Diego, 
California. The summit will provide 
defense contractors and businesses 
nationwide with the latest information 
on Department of Defensive 
contracting opportunities. 

Dec 2018, Jan 2018 and Feb 2019
President, Lauren Evans will be 
attending a series of Autonomous 
Vehicle Town Halls presented by 
Arizona Forward's Transportation 
Committee. The town halls will equip 
policy makers to prepare for this 
emerging technology. To see dates 
and locations for these town halls, 
visit Arizona Forward's website at 
www.arizonaforward.org. 

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Pinyon celebrated 25 years in 
business this August with a lively 
gathering of clients, vendors, and 
friends of the firm. The celebration 
was a smashing success and we 
look forward to what the next 25 
years has to bring! 

Pinyon was named 
a 2018 Top 100 
Woman-Owned 
Company by 
ColoradoBiz 
Magazine for the 

7th year in a row! We went from 
#34 in 2017 to #29 in 2018. 

President Lauren Evans was 
honored with an Arizona 
Forward Leadership 
Award for her work on their  
autonomous vehicles initiatives. 

Principal, 
Shannon Lucio 
completed 
her 12th half-
marathon in 12 
months! She 
started with 
the Rock-n-
Roll Denver in 
October 2017 

and finished with the inaugural 
Cheyenne Marathon in October 2018. 

characterized and constantly updated 
with new data and information. 

Historic Preservation Offices and 
provided regulatory support for 
projects at the county and state level 
throughout the South and Midwest.   
Most recently, she coordinated with 
biological, archaeological, right-of-way, 
engineering and construction teams 
to live route a 550-mile pipeline for 
environmental compliance.


